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Renaissance Academy to offer more opportunities
for students to succeed

Thanks to a partnership with the Bibb County Board of
Education and Communities in Schools of Georgia (CISGA),
Renaissance Academy received an almost complete over-
haul of facilities and the implementation of a new program
over the summer. With a grant from the Bill and Melinda
Gates Foundation and matching funds from the BOE, the
school will now be known as the Renaissance Academy
Performance Learning Center.

“This is an awesome commitment,” says Renaissance
Principal Dr. Cindy Gibson.

Performance Learning Centers (PLCs) are a nontradi-
tional learning environment open to high school students
who, for various reasons, are not succeeding in the tradi-
tional school learning environment. Students can be
referred to the program by teachers, counselors,
parents/guardians, or school administrators for a variety of
reasons as to why they are not performing to their potential
in school, including poor attendance, academically capable
but lacking motivation, social issues (poor self esteem, not
getting along well with peers, needing a more supportive
environment), and non-academic challenges (pregnancy,
poverty, lack of health care).

According to Education First Executive Director Julie
Pennybacker, who helped implement this innovative pro-
gram at the school, the PLC “will directly affect students
who are in danger of dropping out of high school. The indi-
vidualized instruction and new technology will go a long
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The Renaissance Academy will he the site of Bibb
County’s Performance Learning Center.

way to helping them graduate and continue on to post-sec-
ondary schooling or starting a career”

Not only are students exposed to more one-on-one
instructions (classroom ratio will be 15 students to one
teacher), traditional seat-time requirements are waived,
meaning they can take advantage of vocational internships,
dual enrollment at local colleges, and service learning. A
Service Learning Coordinator, Joseph RiverWind, has been
hired to foster the community relationships which will lead
to these opportunities.

“This initiative focuses on the value of students and
student achievement,” says Gibson. “This successful PLC
will show what is wrought by agencies that work together”

CISGA began its first two PLCs in 2002, have opened 15
since then, and 10 more will be opening this year. After
watching the progress of the existing programs and study-
ing how it works and how it could fit into Bibb County,
Superintendent Sharon Patterson took a group of principals,
directors, administrators, and Pennybacker to tour the
Classic City PLC in Athens, GA. After seeing first-hand the
success the program was having, Renaissance was chosen as
the best fit for this kind of program.

“We are all confident that this is the right choice for our
district to present yet another choice for students,” says
Gibson.

As well as programmatic changes, Gibson says the BOE
facilities and maintenance crews spent the summer cleaning
up the grounds and building to reflect the improved facili-
ty. The BOE’s Technology Department “has been vigilant
that hardware and software are top-model and ready to go
on opening day”

“We will prove that through joint collaboration, it mat-
ters not who did what, but that students are achieving and
communities are better for the productivity of the youth,”
she says.

“This is a program that has worked for other communi-
ties and has received great support,” adds Pennybacker.
“Bibb County is fortunate to have brought it here to help
further our students’ educations”

Bibb County Public Schools principal, phone, and address list

Elementary Schools

Alexander II Magnet Carter

Penny Smith Kelly Causey
751-6708 471-5440

1156 College St. 5910 Zebulon Rd
Barden Danforth

David Dillard Betty Hill
784-3125 751-6727

2521 Anderson Dr. 1301 Shurling Dr
Bernd Hamilton

Carol Bloodworth Richard Mathis
751-6711 751-6730

4160 Ocmulgee East Blvd 1870 Pio Nono Ave
Brookdale Hartley

Vicki Williams Dr. Deotha Campbell
751-6714 784-3135

3600 Brookdale Ave 2230 Anthony Rd
Bruce Heard

Dr. Gloria McSwain Sandra Stanley
784-3128 784-3138

1180 Rocky Creek Rd. 6515 Houston Rd.
Burdell-Hunt Heritage

Dr. Linda Bivins Dr. Kaye Hlavaty
751-6733 405-7478

972 Fort Hill St 6050 Thomaston Rd.
Burghard Ingram-Pye
Lynne Donnehoo William Turner
784-3132 751-6736

6020 Bloomfield Rd 855 Anthony Rd.
Burke Jones

Baheejah Hasan Viki Miller
751-6720 751-6739

2051 Second St

2350 Alandale Dr.

Lane Union
Dr. Sherri Flagg Efram Yarber
471-5416 471-5425

990 Newport Rd. 4831 Mamii Carter Dr.

Morgan Vineville Academy
Diana Rodgers Paulette Winters
784-3141 751-6723

4901 Faubus Ave. 2260 Vineville Ave.
Porter Williams

Donna Jackson Ramon Johnson
784-3144 751-6725

5802 School Rd. 325 Pursley St.
Rice

Dr. Jacqueline Walden

784-3147

3750 Jesse Rice St. Middle Schools
Riley Appling

Brenda Carter Jacqueline Jackson
751-6746 751-6758

3522 Greenbriar Rd. 1210 Shurling Dr.
Skyview MCcEvoy

Gal]. Gllbert Ben]y Morgan
784-6915 784-3158

5700 Fulton Mill Rd. 1751 Williamson Rd.
Springdale Miller Magnet
Karen Yarbrough 751-6766

471-5419 Tanzy Kilcrease
4965 Northside Dr. 751 Hendley St.
Taylor ) Howard

Dr. Susan Simpson Dr. Janet Battcher
471-5422 757-5543

2976 Crestline Dr. 660 Forsyth Rd.

Rutland Middle Westside
Dr. Jerri Hall Patricia Coxsey
784-3153 757-5520
6260 Skipper Rd. 2851 Heath Rd.
Weaver
Dr. Pam Carswell
471-5804 Academies
2570 Heath Rd.
Joseph Neel Academy
Dr. Beverly Glover
High Schools 784-3121

Central

Dr. Erin Weaver
751-6770

2155 Napier Ave.

Hutchings High: A Career
Academy

Laura Perkins

621-2535

2011 Riverside Dr.

Northeast Magnet
Ella Carter

751-6787

1646 Upper River Rd.

Rutland High
Dr. Kathy Reese
784-3120

6250 Skipper Rd.

Southwest Magnet
Dr. Gail Fowler
784-3122

1710 Canterbury Rd.

2840 Hollis Rd.

Butler Early Childcare
Center

Dr. Lisa Garrett
471-5413

3705 Earl St.

Renaissance Academy
Dr. Cindy Gibson
784-6900

1065 Anthony Rd.

Teen Parent Center
Dr. Cindy Gibson
751-4035

456 Bay St.

Elam Alexander Academy

MiMi Gudenrath
471-5402
3769 Upper River Rd.

We want your feedback! Please e-mail your comments and suggestions for “The Learning Curve” or information about events in the Bibbh County school system to: chris@education-first.org or call 743-0023
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